Popular vs. Scholarly Journals

   Often when taking college courses your professors will direct you to limit your periodical research to scholarly journals. Your professors might also use the terms peer-reviewed journals, professional journals or research articles. You will be instructed to avoid citing popular magazine sources when writing research papers for advanced courses. This would include such magazines as Time, Newsweek. U.S News & World Report, Psychology Today, and Prevention. How can you tell the difference between scholarly journal sources and popular magazine sources?  While there is no simple answer to this question, the following table suggests some tips for helping you determine if a periodical source is considered to be popular or scholarly:
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        Popular Sources                                  Scholarly Sources

Length

Short articles, broad scope
        Longer articles, in-depth scope

Authorship

Staff writers or 
                                  Expert authors with 

                                   no authors listed                                     credentials listed

Intended

        Written in popular,                        Includes technical language 

Audience

        everyday language                           and professional jargon

Layout

     Straight prose, short
                   Highly structured in prescribed

                                  simple paragraphs                                        and rigid sections

Illustrations              Glossy, color photos                     Graphs, charts, statistics, tables

References
        Usually none listed
                Always provided for documentation


 Physical

       Slick paper, lots of ads,                     Austere presentation, little 

Characteristics
      subscription card inserts                         color, few or no ads    

Frequency
      Often weekly or bi-weekly    
                   Monthly or quarterly


     If you are uncertain about the appropriateness of a source you plan to cite in a paper, ask your professor or a librarian for clarification.  Generally speaking, if you are able to purchase a magazine from off the shelves at Wal-Mart or Kroger, it will not be a scholarly source. On the other hand, when an article includes a bibliography or a works cited page, that’s a pretty good indication that you are looking at a scholarly article. 

     What is meant by “Peer-Review”?  [image: image3.wmf]
   Peer-review is a process by which an author's scholarly work, research or ideas are reviewed by other experts from within the same discipline. It is used by journal editors for selecting articles that meet the high standards required for publication. A peer-reviewed publication, then, is one in which the reader can be largely assured that the content is free from major errors and intentional bias.  You will sometimes see this process of expert review called refereeing. 

   Generally, a peer-reviewed or refereed source is considered to be more reliable and authoritative than a popular source.  Very often you will hear your professors instruct you to limit your periodical sources for a research project to peer-reviewed, scholarly or refereed journals. Librarians are your best resource for determining if a questionable source is scholarly or popular.  


Things to Look For:








